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1. Introduction

In he ongoing nuclear negoaons in Vienna,
he Iranian regime has insised on removing
he Islamic Revoluonary Guard Corps
(IRGC) rom he Unied Saes’ lis o Foreign
Terroris Organizaons (FTO). The our-
decade-long involvemen o he IRGC and is
exraerriorial arm, he Quds Force (IRGC-
QF), in erroris operaons ulmaely led o
heir designaon as an FTO in April 2019.

The IRGC was rs added o he Specially
Designaed Naonals and Blocked Persons
Lis (SDN Lis), in December 2007, or
supporng Tehran’s eor o secure weapons
o mass desrucon. Addional sancons
designaons ollowed under separae legal
auhories or he IRGC’s human righs
abuses and acs o errorism and, in Ocober
2017, he U.S. governmen designaed
he IRGC as a Specially Designaed Global
Terroris (SDGT). This SDGT designaon was
imposed under Secon 105 o he Counering
America’s Adversaries Through Sancons
Ac o 2017 (CAATSA), which required he
U.S. Treasury Deparmen’s Oce o Foreign
Asses Conrol (OFAC) o exend errorism-
relaed sancons under Execuve Order
13224 o “oreign persons ha are ocials,
agens or aliaes o he IRGC.”

Since 1979, he use o insuonalized
errorism as a ool o saecraf has been

a pillar o he clerical regime’s survival
sraegy. From using he Hezbollah in
Lebanon o bomb he U.S. Marine Barracks
in 1983, he Khobar Towers bombing in
Saudi Arabia in 1996, he Jewish Communiy
Cener bombing in Argenna in 1994, using
drones o arge he Saudi-Aramco renery
in 2019, he downing o a Ukrainian
Passenger igh in 2020, o name a ew,
he IRGC’s role in direc or by-proxy sae-
sponsored errorism is well documened. In
many o he above examples, a common
hread is he role o proxy groups recruied,
unded, rained, and dispached by he IRGC
and is Quds Force. IRGC is he hear o
he developmen o echnology in nuclear,
ballisc missiles, drones, and he raining o
proxy orces in he region.

The FTO designaon has handicapped
many o he IRGC-relaed oreign nancial
ransacons. Tha is why Tehran has
reporedly made IRGC’s exclusion rom
he FTO lis one o is main demands in
he Vienna alks; he designaon has been
eecve. I could have been even more
eecve i i was augmened by oher
punive measures and sancons.

The IRGC’s involvemen in research
& developmen o weapons o mass
desrucon, ceaseless erroris acvies o


